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INVISIBLE WHISTLING LETTER COLUMN (ET CETERA)

* In the middle of scads of confusing s f and fan activity, immediate aims often
beceme obscurec, and like Franz Rottensteiner; I sometimes wonder why I read all
this stuff anyway. But when the letters pilc upin the mail box; this explains
a lot of the more obvious reasons for my stranger activities., '

Yet, in the middle of the confusion, I've always been able to trace the real
"raison d'etre”’; the reason for it all. The evil influence that predestined me
to science fiction as surely as that grey-bearded match—winderfthat some think of
as God, was not a book or a g idy magazine cover, but a radio serial. Np, not a
"radio serial®” ~ the kind of hectic cops-robbers-'n'-spaceships things that used
to litter our radio waves from 4pm to 7pm on every commercial station every night
before television came, I'm talking about science ficétion serialized; the
programme was the ABC CHILDREN'S HOUR; the time - tHe early fifties when I had
just learned to read; the radio serial -~ * THE MOON FLOWER, by G K Saunders.

G K Saunders went an tgau ite more of these carefully extrapolated imaginative
children's s f stories, %Uen defected to television at one time with his THE
STRANGER. But (thanks to a not-too-roundabout source who Will Know What I Mean)
let G K Saunders tell his own story:

G K SAUNDCRS (March 13th 1970)

c/o Commercial Bank of Aust. Ltd. I must admit it gives me great satisfaction
Canberra City to read your kind comments on my early

A CT 2601 "space" serials for the ABC and to realize
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that, to some oxtent at least, the main object of those early exercises uwas
achigved,

THE MOONFLOUER was the first of a serics of s f stories which were written to a
definite plan. Shortly after John Appleton took ovsr the ABC CHILDREN'S HOUR

I suggested that, in view of the appalling pseudo-s f rubbish being broadcast by
the commercial stations, the ABC should produce some serious, ethical s f with a
sound scientific basis. I was deeply involved at that time with experimental
science’ broadcasts for schools and was concerned that while in school the kids

were being told about the realities of gravity, mass, weight, inertia and Newtonian
physics generally, they were being bombarded in the evenings with stories in which
the laws of physics were being disregarded and broken all the time,

Appleton agreed, and, to give the first serial some scientific weight for publicity
purposes, we enlisted the co-operation of the late David Martyn as scientific
adviser and sponsor. His job was to read the scripts of MOONFLOWER {and some of
the later serials, too; but once the idea was established he dropped out officially
" although he never lost interest in it) and vouch for the story's scientific
feasability,

We worked out two cardinal principles - no horror stuff or B.E.Ms and no
violation of basic scientific laws such as exceeding the speed of light and so
on, Martyn believed - and this wes well before Sputnik I - that the space age

was upon us and that the general public was abysmally ignorant on 2ll' aspects of
sciencesy the result would be complete bewilderment in the mind of the average
citizen and a tendency to regardescientists with a sort of religious awe. instead of),
simply, as trained specialists who, as ordinary fallible human beings, could make
terrible mistakss such as The Zomb,

Jy concentrating on the rising generation through the vast radioc audicnce of the
ABC in those days we could poesibly influencc some kide to tahe up scientific
work but, more importantly, we could help the great majority who would never take
any active part in scientific research to understand somcthirg of what it was all
about and give them attitudes which would enable them to take an intelligent
interest in scientific developments., (I should perliaps explain that David Martyn
was an old friend with whom I worked during the war 2t the Radiophysics Laboratory
in Sydney and we'd had many discussions on this),

At any rate, the objective apparently was achicved in your casec. It also worked
for my two sons, both of whom were ardent fans of their old man and are nouw
closing in on PhD degrees in Maths and Physics.

From the above it should be easy to sce which side I would take on any discussian
about the science in science fiction and plain, old-fashioned fantasy. It is
very unfortunate that fantasy and scicnce fiction arc so often equated by writers
who only want to free themselves from the necessary and incvitable discipling of
living in a world of reality. There is 2 place for this =zcrt of writing but it
is not s f; it is simply fantasy - magic, fairy storiuvs, all that stuff.....

The first gualification of a worthwhile s f writer is that he should be able to
write well - about peoplec and psychology and politics and so on. The second is
that he should know something about science. The latter requircement is simply

a matter of inteqgrity.

Mcntion of politics reminds me of another thing that irks me about many even highly

rated s f writers and that is their apparent inability to appreciate the inter-
dependence of scientific and political and social development, So aoften aone
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reads a2 story set in an age of technological marvels at least two centurics away

- sometimes the period is specifically stated - vyet the political and social
backgrounds could be here and nouw. Nothing has changed except a few sxternal
trappings - <clothes, communications and so on. Jut capitalism is still with us
with its big corporetions vicing for control of the mineral resources of the moan
and plancts, (Apart altogether from the total impossibility of our ever being

able to cxploit space minerals commcrcially). dut the characters still think

about the samc things in the same way - scigcnce and technology have revolutionised
the external world but people and institutions remain untouched by it alll

I rcmember a bloks in the Czech broadcasting organization in Prague a few years
ago telling me' that he was anxious to find some good s f material to use on the
air. As hc couldn't scem to find very much locally he imported some s f
anthologivs from England, He said after he had read them he was eo depressed

he was recady te blow his brains out. 1 gave him one of Arthur Clarke's books

and restored his faith in s f, I also sold him THE STRANGER  and scveral other
scripts, as a result of which I still have a worthwhile credit account in the
State Bank of Prague wnich I intend to collect next year when I return to Britain.

* % ¥* %

*1 suppose 1t is the same idea that John Foyster advanccd in SFC 10, that Franz
Rottenstoiner and Stanislaw Lem return to, that Amecrican writcers never seem to
think about, But it is plcasant to have some of these idcas cexpressed so
succinctly, When I first discovcred McGills Nouwsagency in Melbournc, at the age

of thirteen or fourtcen, the first things I rejected were the s f magazines.,

"They don't look too scientific,® I thought to mysclf, thinking directly back to
the lessons I had learned beside the big old thirties-style radio set aon which

I heard G K Saunders' scriala, And thecy wercn't too scientific, but I became
hookcd anyway.,. The first GALAXY I bought... what did it have in it? ... saomething
by & chap namecd Cordwaincr Smith...

Mr Saunders failed to tell mc preciscly what he is doing at the moment, as I

have not heard too many of his scripts on the ABC rccently. Occasionally I still
listen to isolated cpisodes of the truncated CHILDREN'S HOUR, and hecar cpisodes
of C K Saunders re-runs. Lct's face it - onc of the main reasons for anyone

migrating from (say) the US to. Australia is to have the ABC on the airuwaves.
Blame S F COMMENTARY on them ond G K .Saunders, anyway.

* Talking about Stanislaw Lem (which I wasn't rcally, but very well can), I have
hcre some notes by Franz Rotteonstciner on SFC 9. This issuc has ccertainly

arouscd thc most intercsting commcnt for saomc time, but (hint, hint) the Aldiss
article in Number 10 has not struck the samc responsc. I note in thc latest
SPECULATION (which always intcrests me morc than most of the other fanzines put
together) that Aldiss' QAREFOOT IN THE HEAD is gaining the recognition it
deserves at lecast somewherc {end in SFR 36, 1 should add) and that at least

three more Aldiss books are due within the next ycar, And for the f justifiably)
anguished, may I assure them that at least gne Stanislaw Lem book will appear

this year: SOLARIS, from Faber in Britain, and Walker in USA. That lcaves only

about 25 others to be published, of coursc. "Shuddup, Gillespie" (I've heard
that song bcfore). Here spcakzsth a greater man than I X
FRANZ ROTTENSTEIN.R (pre-sfC 9)

FELSENSTRASSE 20
2762 ORTMANH
AUSTRIA

Onec could say that Dick and Lem arc
working at total cross purposce. Pcrhaps
the most important difference is (apart

(NOw PLEASE TURN TO PAGE 20)
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RLIFORL YOU READ ANYTHING LLSA - keab THIS... Rhab TH1sS... READ

AUSTRALIA IN 75 2 - "THi ZPIC OF THE STRINES"

THE CHAKACTHRS

A group of aliens (Strines) on a planet far from the Galactic Centre,
having reached a suitahle stage of developument, decide to seck admittance
to the Galactic Federation, the local Big Wheels. The Strine High
Council decides that the bhest way to acecomplish this is to show the
Federation that the Strines are ready to run what is called a "Worldcon”.

THE _PLACE

The "Worldcon" is a gathering which takes place once every solar year
and, at the time we are talking ahout, almost all "Worldconz" are held on
Federation planets. Rut the Federation has occasionally allowed
non-Federation worlds to wecome hosts in the past. The Strines hope
they will we allowed the opnortunity to do this.

THE P1.OT

However, a recent move in the Federation imakes it possirle for the
"Worldcons” to he held on non-Federation planets quite frequently. The
Strines are naturally concerned. This makes it awore likely that they will
re lucky enough to host a "worldcon", %*ut they can't see whether the
non-Federation Worldcons will serve the purpose they once did.

The Strines even go so far as to helieve that the Federation memhers
won't want to travel to non-Federation planets much more than once every
five solar yc=ars, like they used to. It may even come awout that
eventually there would he "Worldcons" without a single representative
from the Federation.

This seems to the Strines to work against their unde standing of the
meaning of a "Worldcon", so they are scnding an amrassador to the current
Worldcon (held on a non-Federation planet) in the hope that they can
persuade Federation and non-Federation memrers that the Worldcon idea

is hest s=rved +y keeping the present systeum.

=4

t

WILL THIS STORY HAVE A HAPPY wiDINGY - READ THE No&XT PAGE
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AUSTRALIA IN '75 2?2 ¢ THE WORLDCON RULES AND AUSTRALIA.

(The previous page and the following pagos written by JOHN FOYSTER, 12 Glengariff
_Drive, Mulgrave, Victoria 3170, Australia, John is Melbourne co-ordinator

of the 1970 Yorld Science Fiction Committec Bidding Committee., Gary fason,
Warili Road, French's Forest, N S W 2086, is the Sydney Coc-ordinator. Authorizsed
by the Committee: other members - fMervyn Binns, Pecter Darling, Leigh Edmonds,
Bruce Gillespie, Lee Harding, Robin Johnson, Alf van der Poorten, and Bob Smith).

This is a reprint of NORSTRILIAN NEWS, WNumber 7, June 4 1970. Obtainable for
a 5c stamp per copy from Leigh Edmonds, P 0 Box 74, Balaclava, Victaoria 3183,
Australia,

* X * %

The June issue of LUNA MONTHLY has an cditorial devoted to this subject (and we
thank LUNA MONTHLY for a preprint). This is a most important subject, and there
follows One Fan's Opinion. ’

The rules introduced at the 1969 world Science Fiction Convention specifically
relating to the sitcs and the Hugous are as follows:

3,01 1, The name of the science fiction convecntion now held in North America and
styled the "World Science Fictien Convention® should be changed to the
"North American Science Fiction Convention" (NASFiC).

2, A true World (or International) Science Fiction Ceonvention (or
Congress, etc.) being desirable, it is recommended that a committee be
set up at St touis to confer with similar committees and individual
fans in Europec, the Pacific, etc., to .suggest suitable mschanisms. for
holding such conventions.

3, To maintain the continuity of thec name *"World Science Fiction Convention®,
the following interim plan is suggested. The World Science Fictiom
Convention title shall rotate through continental zones in a pro-
arranged manncr. Onc of these zones shall be North America, The fans
of each zonc shall determine as they see fituhich convention in their
zone will assume the title "World Scienco Fiction Convention" when the

title is rcsident in their zone. In North Amcrica the NASFiC would
automatically assumc the title when the titlc is resident in North
America,

4. The numbering of the NASFiIC shall continue the numbering from thes former
World Science Fiction Conventions in order to preserve continuity when
dealing with hotels.

3.08 When the wWorld Scicnce Fictiom Convention is held outside North America,
the portion of the voting recgulations which requircs physical attendance at
the voting session for the sclection of the North American convention sitc
to be chosen at that convention i} be suspendod. Instead, the convention
gsite for two years hence shall be chosen by an Australian mail ballot to be
administcred by that convention committec. Any person who owns .any type of
mcmbership in that convention and thc two ycars hencc will be eligible to
voteo. The regular rulos will be immediately reinstated at the succeeding
Amgrican convention.

2.14 The Scicrnee Fiction Achievement Award is an English-language award, with
eligibility limited to material presentcd in E£nglish, including first
L R Rl b Rk R R R R R R R PR R LR R E RS E R LE I EL AR LI LI ETIERLIEE L IR L L L L L L
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translations from other languzges. If and when a National or North American
Science Fiction Convention is established, then during the time when the
World Science Fiction Convention resides in & non-English-speaking~country,
the North American Science Fiction Convention shall administer the Hugo.

At all othuer times, the world convention will retain this responsibility.
This motion to take effect in 1971,

COMMENTS

I take these in reverse order. 2.14 pleainly establishies that the Hugo shall be
awarded by countries such as England and Australia, but not by countries such as
Sweden and Japan. Whether Hugo Gernsback, who emigrated to the USA, would approve
is something you must decide for yourself.

w
o

8 is tho clause which probably gives rise to the belief that a two-yecar rotation
lan is now in effect. Read in isoclation, it may seem to imply that, but in fact
.02 requires that when the convention is held outeide the North Americas, whenevar
that might be, the decision for the Convention two years hence shall be by mail
ballot. This may be as often as nine yearsout of ten, to take an extrems case.

WU
G o

3.01 is the major item. Part 1 plainly states that the convention presently
understood as the Worldcon S F Convention shall be renemcd the NASFiC., A new
convention, in &ffect, will be set up, and given the name "Worldcon', The remainder
of 3,01 spells out the arrangement of this n.w convention, except that part 4
rc~emphasises that the NASFiC is in fact the continuation of the present Worldcons
(the bit about the hotels may be relcvant, but isn't the whole story).,. Part 2

of 3,01 indicates the manner in which this new convention shall bhc set up. To my
knowledge, no committee, as required, was set up at =t Louis, If it was, neither

csimilar committecs nor individual fans in Australia werte contacted about it (and
we are pretty ncar "Thc Pacific® J.

Part 3 of 3,01l proposes a plan to Ffill in wntil the committee mentioned in Part 2
has done its duty. This plan is rather broad, and its only speécification is that
North America shall be one of tho zones, apart from the gencral reference to
"contingntal mnes®,

In addition to these new sections of the rules, some of the old rules are relevant,
LUNA MONTHLY, for cxample, states that there is no 2-ycar rotation plan in force

and implics that conventions may roturn to the US relativcly infrequently. The
present 3,04 statcs that "the rule of rotation may be set aside by a vote of three-
fourths voting, with the provision that in no casc may two successive conventions

be tn the samc division or outside North Amcrica."” Thus tho present upper boundary
for non-NA conventions is one-half - at least every other oonvention must be held
in North Amecrica, (My underline).

Indeed, it is worth asking whether the prescent Worldeon rules are adhered to
carefully, 3.05 starts off: "By bidding, 2 conventicon committece promises to
abide by this constitution.” and 4,03 reads: “The rules of the World Science
Fiction Society as decided in thc business meetings shall be printed by the World
Sciecnce Fiction Convention committee, and distrubfed with the Hugo nomination
Dallots, seeds How oftecn is this done?

The above remarks in fact constitutec glosses upon the rules which Itve quoted
accurately (subjcct to human error) from Jerry Lapidus' THE LEGAL RULES 2.
I have triecd to kcep my own opinions out of it (sorry about Hugo, therel). Here

follow, from somconec who might one day be on a Worldcon bidding committcee, some
LEREL LA SRR R TR R R EEE RS R R R R R R R E LR E LR R SRR R X EREE X E R LSRR EEREE IR R EEEEEFEEEEEEE R LY R R R TR RS
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ARGUMENTS (Beware of assumptions, false logic, =d hominem attacks, et cetera)

l. The most important matter, it seems to mu, is to sort out exactly the nature
of the conventions which would be run by non-North American countries. de

know, from cxperience, what the Worldcons in North Americe will be like, and the

- NASFiCs, onc gathers, will not be too. different. Let us try to see how the non-
NA conventions will differ from such convocntions as thc Loncons and the Heicon,
Firstly, therc would bec competition from the NASFiC, even if the non-fA Worldcon
wers held at another timc. It is reasonable to supposc that the NASFiIC will be
the big con, Sccondly, convcentions such as the Heicon, under 2.14, will not be
awarding the Hugos, but some hypothetical, as yct non-existent awards, I believe
that it is not unreasonable to suppose that a conscguencc of these two facts is
that the attendance at non-NA Worldcons by NA Tans and pros will drop considerably,
especially if such conventions take place more frequecntly than they have in the
past.

I do not think we can say just what form this new convention will take, but I
bclieve we should all be aware of the pitfalls, whieh apply largely to fans from
non-NA countrics,

2. WHAT I6 THE EXACT NATURE OF THE CURRENMTLY-IN-FORCE ROTATION PLAN? This is
only an opinion, I'm afraid, but I see no others around. 3.04, referred to
above, and still a part of the rules of the wWorld Science Fiction Society, defines
the Five-Ycar Rotation Rule =~ it is the only ruluo in theee rules specifying a
Rotation rule (as opposed to spcculation, such as occurs in 3.01). In my
opinion, Worldcon sitcs arc, as of June-July 1970, dcterminecd by the old Five-
Year Plan, I suspeuct that it is the intention of the Commigﬁsgnéggﬂlved in
drafting 3.01 to remove 3,04, but if thebidding Fcr the 1932/15 carriced out beforo
3 04 is removed then the winning city is running a Worldecon.

3. IF YOU'RE 50 SMART, WHAT DO YOU THINK SHOUL.D 8E DONE? An obvious =2nswer would
be to drop 2,14, 3.01 and 3,08 and start again. But is that neccocssary?
I suspect that the old 3.04 would actually cope with the present situation guite
well. If thc clamour comes from non-NA countriesthat they don't hold enough
Worldcans - fine, let them utilisc 3.04 and get that little cxtra responsc to
their advertising/bidding. This allows up to half the wWorldcons to be held
sutside North America, Is the three-fourths requircment discriminatory? Try
cutting it to threo-fifths: but considcring the disruption to the system I think
there should be some kind of brake on this sort of thing, An cnthusiastic group
might, for oxample, be able to persuadc a fair proportion of attendecs that their
bid is worthwhile, but sincc non-NA fans would, on the whols, be less well knouwn,
it is not unrcasonable to expuct that theoy should be rather moro convincing with
rggard to their ability and cnthusiasm than the bettcr-known North American fans
before being allowed to run a Worldenn,

4, The major need is for an informed elcctorate -  and a largu one. I hope
this goes smme of the way towards helping.

- John Foyster, June 1970
(SEND CORRESPONDENCE TO: John Foyster (address at the beginning of this sheest)

or "AUSTRALIA IN 75% magazine; from Gary Mason (addross
given).,
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GIBSON on DELANY

ANDERSON on HARRISON
SCHEER & ERNSTING

DE CAMP

HOVA GALAXY magazine says that Dolany : "As
of this book... is the best s f writer in

by SAMUEL R DBDELANY the worldi®

Victor Golle cz :: 1969

279 pages 33 stg.30/- F&SF also gave NOVA a "rave® rgview,

Grigirial US p:iblicati 1968

. . But my first reactions to this book were

RevesuEesbyidghn Gitsson (1) WNOVA is a typical projection of the
American fantasy which desires a foeudal
past to becomec a feudal future. Why do
so many US ¢ f stories have kings, princes,

robber barons and slave classes? Is it that Americans prefor authoritarian

socictics to dumocreacies? Is it a result of a childhood indoctrination in

president worship? The President, cven if he is tht most brainless slob ir, the

world, doaws scem to be held in awe by the majority of the US citizenrty - as much

as the Alf Garnetts worship thc monarchy or the Chinose love Mao. I would guess

that this is the explanation for what I call "American fgudal s f", of which sort
NOVA is just another cxample.

(2) NOVA is melodrama, It is 19th-century goodics-and-baddies stuff, Prince

Roud, thec chicf villain, is so bloody villainous that I could almost hear thc boos
and hisses comimg from the pageus as I turned them over.

S S F COMMEMTARY XIII 9
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(3) WOVA is charactecrless - there are no deeply explored characters in the
Dook, The closest approach evcn to supcrficial characterisation is in a couple
of blokcs who spsak like Donald Duck's nephews.

(4) NOVA is mystical tripe. What possible relation can there be betwecen tarot
fortune-tcllinmg cards and the Universe? The trouble with most superstitious twot,
from Christianity to tarot cards, is that it tries to .ncapsulate the magnificence
of lifec in a few absurdly narrou thoughts. The samc applics to supcrstitious
idoologies likc Communism and Fascism. Oclany, like all truc believers, wants to
get casy answers from simple-minded systems, Tarot-recading impresscs mc about

as much as palm-rcading, Delany would makc a great cditor of women's magazincs.

(5) As for thc descriptive writing in the book, I found it all so vague, all so
jurky, 2ll so lacking in fluidity, that I fregquomtly had to rerecad passages in
order to comprehcend what exactly was going on. The obliquo ideas abkobut incecstuous
rclations bectween brother and sistur were too coy to be cute. The decath of the
prince and Ruby Red (ycah, that's thc name, Riplecy) struck me as almost as
sadistic as thc "poetic justice" Dick Tracy hands out to criminals. Is incest
such an cnormity that it mecrits burning alivc? Is Delany calling for a return to
the good old days of auto-da-fus and tarot cards? The extreme sadism (with
apologics to the marquis) of NOVA mads me want to throw up,

(6) 1Is Delany thc best s f writer in the world? For some people, obviously,
Howevers I'm neither so guecr nor so superstitious as to share their vieuw, His
idca that a languagc as flcxible as English could get stuck in the rut of ending
cach sentecnce with a verb is another touch that I could not belicvs. Try a
preposition, fir Delany.

(7) Onc last broadside: he talks allbut the "ruc de lus astronauts?, which might
show that hc did not complete his first ycar French coursc. His othgr ideas about
men plugging in to machines and getting high on a futuristic version of LSD are
horrifying cnough for some fanatic tc want them to comc true,

A foeling of rcvulsion -  that is the only way I can describe it - 1is what this
book gave me. I realize that this is a subjective thing. Lon't believe what I
says recad thc book for yourself. I would be dclighted to hear opinions conflicting

with my ouwn,

CAPTIVE UNIVERSE The namc Harry Harrison immediately

. | conjurcs up visions of the now famous
27" R I e S Pyrrus, thc Deathworld. To my mind this
sJurkley Medallion X1725 s 13969 spraks highly of Harrison's story telling
156 nages s: %A 0.70 ability, and while CAPTIVE UNIVERSE docs

not belong to the now cvergrowing serics
of books depicting the adventures of
Jason din Alt it still has thc stamp of
quality, thc Harrison bylinc.

Recvivwed by Paul Andersaon

CAPTIVE UNIVERSE is, on the othor hand, a chanqge of pace for Harrison after his
horrifyino vicw of a crowded futurc in MAKE ROOM! MAKE ROOM! and also his hilarious
vicw of an unwilling conscript's 1lifc in BILL THE GALACTIC HERO. Harrison now
takes one of the old scicncu fiction hacknoyud cliche plots and in the process

of turning it upsidc down, Harrison has comc up with a new variation, I would

not want to nive away the story (although that is what Richard Declap docs in
January's AMAZING). Suffice to say that it is a ood adventurc story that contains
more than grocts the eyc at first sight, The reader becomes used to one bizarre
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civilisation, but Harrison oets on with the action, shifts the pieces of the jigsaw
puzzle, and still manages not to be too coenfusino.

At timgs Harrison's descriptive style i1s sparse and it lacks the flowery vacuities
of some of the newer writers. The book lacks superfluous four-letter words
(included in New Wave writing purely for shock value?) and unnccessary "blue
scenes™, although there are places in the book where a lesser writer would have
inserted them to pad out the length of the book,. Indeed, when the hero, Chimal,
is being forced to marry a girl that he does not love early in the story he
suddently refuses to continue with the ritual ceremony. Questions of sex never
occur to Chimal as he acts according to his conditioning. He makes one token
effort to break thc conditioning of watchman Steel, but gives up in the end, saying:
"Because I changed I keep fecling that everyones else should want to change too".
He does not realize that his change is inevitable, and that he is as fixed in his
conditioning as is Watchman Steel. As the book ends, Chimal is patiently waiting
for the next part of his duty which must take prime importance in his life.

This novel is casily-read and the reader is dragged along with the acticn, although
this in itself could bs a fault, as the rsader could miss somo of the little

gextras that have been included. The priests of Chimal's valley are very narrou
in their outlook and are almost as closed to new ideas as the villains in a
Campbell editorial.,. Harrison contrasts their actions with those of the Watchers

who consider themselves far above the peasants of the valley:
"We have much more to do in our lifetimes than simple farmers."
This effectively shnus both vicwpoints and points ocut the blind spots in cach
(a thiny that Campbell would never do) and perhaps Harrison is having a bit of a

hit at his muontor's bombastic style.

CAPTIVE UWIVERSE can only enhance Harrison's growing reputation as a consistently
good writer, He shows that a writcr can still take a hackneyed plot and bring

out a new facet of it. I look forward to his next book.
PERRY RHODAN I ¢ This book l-ads off another scries from
ENTERPRISE STARDUST Acc. It is billed as the '"science fiction

ansati "owith 50 mi io
by K H SCHEER & WALTER ERNSTING iggizzlzglgroznguzspzddit;onil 25%?&08
Ace 65970 23 US publication 1969 sold each wuek. After reading this first
182 pages s HA Q.70 story I can only wonder wiy. Surely,
for a scicnce fiction scries to hkasve such
success you would expect it to have some
putstanding features.

Revicwed by Paul Andersaon

The plot is nothing news it describes, vyet again, thec reception given to the
crew of the first moon-rocket. The writing is very stilted and at times I found
it difficult to continue reading. On Page 14, Perry Rhodan bocomes "ace
astronaut of the United States Space Force", Surcly not in the original German!
All the minor characters ars described in this fashion, and make the book appear
more padded than it really is. Tihe authors further irritete with their practice
of referring to the characters' full names at every opportunity. This ruins any
semblance of characterisation that may have remained.

The alien visitors, or Arkanides, as they are called, are interesting, but they
are used merely as a source of invincible weapons and defences against them.
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The only two Arkanides that we ses for any lencth of time are not described in

any detail by the authors. The main Arkanide (Khrest) is depicted as a semi-
helpless invalid who is only too willing to comply with Rhodan's wishes. He Jjust
happens to suffer from an advanced stage of leukemia, which is about the only
disease that the Arkanides have no cure for. By an amazing coincidence, an
Australian scientist has just perfected a cure for leukemia back on Earth.

The other Arkanide is the beautifwl Thora who is merely shown as being cold,
imscnsitive and arrogant, with a strong prejudice against "inferior™ beings. I
hope that her character is. developed further in the following 400 advcntures now
in print in Germany,

This book is a science fiction adventure storv of the 1930s variety, with no
trace of romance. I have read worse s f, but at 70-90 cents a time 1 certainly
won't be collecting the whole series., Rhodan's only virtue seems to be his
sales figures; bhe must have introduced science fiction to a general book-buying
public never before reached. Did the authors just hit the correct formula for
uriting down to the lowest level? Do Perry Rhodan's readers realize these books
are uvatered-down versions of science fiction? The series carries to the limit
the formula of (1) cardboard characters, (2) fast—paced action , (3) conflict
between "the forces of good and the evil monsters frem outer space¥, It is very
much escape literature, perhaps depesnding as much on camp psychology as anything
else, and quits inexplicable to me.

THE GOBLIN TOWER This is a good example of sword-and-

; sgr.cery fiction, with the mood established
SYRLSEREAEEE  CERPLs right at the start by Jeff Jones' excellent
Pyramid T1927 :: 1968 Cover, The story concerns yet another
247 psges 3 GA 0.85 gquest; this time to recover an ancient
chest containing some old spsells.,
Thankfully the old stereotypes are
enlivened by de Camp's gory-telling
talents.,

Reviewed by Paul Anderson

The reader is lcd through a strange world of magic and intrigue, with the background
information skilfully woven into the story. There are no boring lectures. Instead
the second half of the book is punctuated by a seguence of pseudo-historical
anecdotes rclated by the heros. These stories give further viewpoints on the
strangely different ways of 1life of the citizens of the Twelve Cities of Novaria.

The book 1s a travelogue as well as a story. This lifts it above the run-of-
the-mill level and sets it in a world where magic rules and supernatural beings
abound, The main character, Jarian of Andamai, embarks on a career as adventurer
and uses a number of different aliases in his guest. Each alias shows de Camp's
story-telling talents further, fventually Jarian accepts his fate (he was
booted ocut of his tribe) and he commences a career .as a story-teller.

THE GCGLIN TOWER is a must for all sword-and-sorcery fans from the old master
himself. It even survives the irrelevant blurbs on the back cover.
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THIS COULD NEVER HAPPEN IN AMERICA
CHAPDELAINE'S TRAVELS: PROLOGUL
Arrived Claremont-Berkley Hotel evening of March 13, 1970, Though $10 in advance
and confirmation receipt in hand, na room. They gave me suite of rooms for same
price as small room, Seems like Businessm rs' Full Gospel Friendship Organizatiaon

is here in full force. TV personality faith h 2ler has just spoken, which
explains the pile of crutches and hypodermic syringes I saw flying through the
windows on arrival,

March 14, ‘1970, early Saturday morning, Poul Anderson delivers a rousing good
keynote address. ‘Later Harry Harrison talks an book contracts, SCIENCE FICTION
AND THE LITERARY SCENE panel/discussion is heard, then AGENTS AND MARKETING
panel. -

After business meeting: First off, certain members push through vote to bar all
non-SFYA members from attendance. ({(Michael Ward of WINNIE fanzine, reports on his
feelings regarding this in his publication),

Non-member-bar advocates state that extremely deep problems will be discussed.

My attention is focussed. I wait for deep problems.. First comes some oddball
personality-baiting which raises no one's hackles. Then arnouncement that
Harlan Ellison and Norman Sginrad have thrown hat intoc the ring for president and
and vice-president of SFWA respectively. Harlan announces that he will push for
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minimum contract and guild-type organization. I silently praise Harlan for his
harsher writers® stand, but still await the promised deep events. When meeting
is through, I feel let douwn. Only trivial or superficial items have been
discussed, mostly under emotiocmasuasions which just naturally suppress any desire
on my part to bring forth reasonable SFWA argumenteation. Ah well, maybe next
time.

Saturday late afternoon and evening. Best part, cocktail lounge. No crowded
hotel room, nose tip to nose tip, drinking. Room to git and visit and to meet
and to talk. lLater luncheon, buffet style, was excellent, Chip Delany was
outst:nding as a speaker. geautiful talk. deautiful words, Ursul a LeGuin
gave a little scream of delight when she won the Nebula Award, I clapped guite
loud for her, She deserved it. Bob Bloch, superb master of ceremoniss. Heard
him mention "Terry Carr's fanzine®, He must read BEABOHEMA, too.

Best story of the evening from Randall CGarrett:

Hotel 1s criss-crossed like scuttling cockroaches with the Businessmen's Full
Gospel Friendship Organization (BMFGFO) members. Our tiny SFWA band is ccrnered
and collared everyuhere, by one or two or more =MFGFCs who attempt to convert us.
Even my qguiet dinmer is invaded by man and wife who insist on telling me to get
"Jesus Christ in my heart®, Fact that my oldest son is in seminary school
doesn't seem to phase them, and I can't change the subject all dinner.

Randall Garrett, dressed in his magician costume, bright red vest with gold-
emblemed lion on right chest, swallow-tail (or was it split tailed) black coat,
moustache pulled to sharp peak at extreme right angle to nose centre line, black
wavy hair hanging half way to neck, portly build and slightly bulging stomach.,.

He stands with drink in hand and gentle, almost superior smile on his face in the
hall. Full Gospel woman approaches him. She looks douwn her sharp nose and
sniffs disdainfully, saying, "And you drink, too?"

"Yes mami¥ Randall says in his best magician manner. "I also f--={"

Last scene: little old bent-over lady ecuttling backward, arms and legs wind-
milling through the crowd,

I heard that Randall Garrett was the only SFWA member never again to be bothered
by the Full Gospellers but not sure how true the rumour.

TO ENGLAND

First stop - March 22, 1970 - DOr J 3regman, National Science Foundation Project
Director of physics/art film SYMMETRY at Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute. Dinner
with Barry Malzberg - scems to know the publishing game well. . Sleep. Sleep?
Hippies hold all-night jambouree outside of door, Finally get room changed

since management refuses to stop the disturbance. Next morning meet with Barnes
and Noble mathematics editor, then lunch with the indomitable John W Cempbell.
Interesting. All interesting!

March 23, 1970: I wait in Icelandic. Airlanes terminal; $50 cheaper to England
than other lines - turbo-prop. First load goes to Belgium with young American
hippies. Second load, my plane, has engine trouble. Wait and wait. Finally,
lato take-off, mostly sleep. Pass Greenland ice-cap, land in Iceland near
Reykjavik. I grab three volcapic rocks on way in to airport terminal, Luckyo,
They wouldn't let us out again. Maybe afraid we would contaminate the rocks.
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Engine trouble again, Qur plane disappears. Most of us are fed very well, but
get quickly tired of staring at a map of Iceland on airport terminal wall. Maybe
Icelandic owns only one planc and they had to fly it back to America to get fixed!

I stare outside. Temperature about 40 degrees out of wind. Wind gusting like
North Dakota high blizzard. Water shivering and freezing. Gent next to me
comments on the same phenomenon. Mentions he's from California, MicNelly by
name ., "ot the Professor willis McNelly of California State College?" sez I.
Sure enough. We have corresponded in the past, and never before met. We meet,
now, staring outside the Icelandic Airport Terminal at shivering, freezing water.
Both going to the London Easter Con. will turns out to be a very fine fellow and
a very fine friend, though he does have greater debauchery capacity than I.

STILL ON THE WAY TO ENGLAND

Wee hours later, the tirbo-prop magically appears. We load, fly to Scotland,

‘but land in Prestwick, Scotland rather than where we should have landed, Engine
trouble again, they say. Customs at Prestuwick is short. I pass, without opening
my bag. fMlany hippies must unroll cverything in their packs, including toilet
paper, I get hustled out during the process. Apparently Scottish customs agents
don't approve of American Curiosity.

e get fed again, Seems like they must wake up hostesses and pilots of Scottish
Calcdonia Airlines, stationed in London, England, fly them up, and check out new
plane., One young Scottish lass looks exactly like my mother when she was young.

I shrug it off. Another older lass looks exactly like one of my mother's sisters,
OK . I submit. We must have maorc Scottish in us than suspected. Won't the
relatives be surprised? Here all the time we've been proudly justifying our
parancia because of the :trong Irish blends. Maybe we're mostly Scottish-English,
then, ;

Caledonia Airlines is pleasant, quick, sure, We land in_ Laondon where I am met by
the world-recknowned Dr Christopher Evans about 3 am, Will McNelly goes on to

his hotel on a separate bus and 1 trek with Chris to Twickenham, his home. Small,
1890s architecture, cleanstreets, no billboard advertising blaring out, safe
streets for young and old 24 hours per day, Lord} Watch.out for the right-hand
drivers. They all drive on the wrong side, Twenty four hours from New York to
London by Icelandic windjammer? Tired man!

THE LONDON EASTERCON

Only George Hay cculd have put on this convention. Only in England could such a
convention have becn held successfully. Surely American fans would not permit
out-groupers and scientific idecas to blemish their literary avant garde in-bred
establishment,

George Hay says that the Englisﬁ Cons uwere also in-group sococials which gathered

egoboo for only & special bunch. He set out, this once, to build a convention
which catered to new ideas and new personalities, preferring to blend mixtures of
gvery point of vigw. How successful he was!

March 27, 1970: my new~found friend Professor Willis McNolly gave an address
which was well received and well thought out,

After meal break came a film titled THE TRIP, It was an interpretation of an
LSO trip, but I spent most of my time meeting the fabulous writers of London,
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Ken Bulmer, £ C Tubb, John 8Brunner - told him how much I respected his THE wWHOLE
MAN - Brian W Aldiss - had just finished his CRYPTOZOIC! - Jim B8lish (the
American who is presumed, there, to be English) and his wife Judy.

Hotel was huge, giving room for everything desired, but poor service, hygiene and
rgoms. Splendid drinking area which would have made Poul Anderson and Gordon
Dicksan mast proud indeed. flet Don Wollheim and wife as well as my new agent Ted
Carnell, very nice chap. Liked my new SWAMPWORLD WEST manuscript, advised me to
move a chapter backward and to cut out 10,000 words. Good show. will sell.

‘Dave Kyle and wife also present. Delightful peaple. Sam Lundall of Sweden
ageain. Met him at St Louiscon in August for first time. Also fFrau Charlotte
Franke from Germany. Sweet woman. Pete Weston of SPECULATION and his lovely
wife - oh so fine people. Nothing like these English., Nobody swore or got
mad or averrode any other group. Pleasant, plzasant meeting.

Saturday March 28th: publisher's panel with John Booth, Ken Bulmer, Don Wollheim,
John Booth is Panther publisher where my stocy WE FUSED ONES was published under
Dr Chris Evans' editorship in MIND AT BAY. Also John Booth is putting out a new
anthology edited by George Hay cantaining & new story of mine, SOMEDAY YOU'LL BE
RICH! and which is to be fullycriticized by experts in Richard Geis' SFR 37 under
my article STORY AT BAY.

11 am: Kit Pedlar, BBC TV producer chairs panel on the need for.a scientific
ombudsman, Makes interesting case - draws argument from scientists scattered
among the fans and literary types.

* 2 pm: Jr John Clarke, psychiatrist at University nf Manchester gives a splendid
talk on A SCIENTIFIC THEORY OF MYSTICISM. My God! A full-fledged psychiatrist
has been drinking and eating and talking with me for two days!} He's as much an
s f fan as I ami He also writes the stuff! He presents the most spectacular,
complete all-round theoretical framework for the serious psycholegicel study of
mysticism every invented. It could never happen in America, And the fans
interrupt his talk again and again with applause at his wit and his brilliant
synthesis.

3 pm: America ralliese. Qur own giant, James 3lish, Guest of Honour, talkss
There was, from the 19th century onward, an enormous amount of s f writing. never
categorized as such. The downfall started with the specialist magazines which
enabled the critics to downgrade not only s f, but cowboy stories, detective
stories, love stories, ectc. 5 f has held out due to three main appeals to the
reader - it portrays thought working experimentally (Arthur Clarke's free-fall
toilets, etc.); as an art-form it helps the reader to objectify the emotions
particularly decer to the scientists (love of rigour, the sense of wonder, etc.);
s f is involved with creating a face for a faceless time, by invoking the
authority of science which, for good/evil, is about the only authority generally
accepted. 5 f says that man can change his environment and himself, for better
or for worsa, New Wave concentrates on the worse.

Jim's more than excellent talk will appear in Harry Harrison's MAINSTREAM S F which
he is editing for Scribner. Wonderful talk.,. Everyone should read it when
available.

Dr Chris Evans showed how he forced his computer to "dream®. Perry A Chapdelaine
- that's me! -~ gave a film-slide talk on his Computer Assisted Instructian
project. 1'd1ike to add, here, that Arthur C Clarke and his brother Fred sat in
the secand rou. They both seemed to enjoy themselves immensely, and came to

talk to Chris and me when we finished our talks.,
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I showed MIT's (Dr Schuwartz's and Taylor's) Computer simulation on approaching
the speed of light film, and also Dr Bregman's SYMMETRY.

One sad note occurred. I had so looked forward to hearing Peter Weston and his
panel, Time had run out. Re-scheduling would not have been difficult but it
never happened, much to my great regret.

The fancy dress ball was so-so, and I skipped the films as well as the usual roam
parties with their throngs of campfollowers., The Poul Anderson bar - I just
named it that - was more to my liking.

Sunday, March 29th: P J Hills of the University of Surrey gave a talk on

Teaching Systems, Present and Future - a Multiple Image Tape/Slide presentation.
Dr Hill was .indeed a fine chap, and his subject well-received, but, like much
English technclogy, was considerably behind American efforts. (On balance,
English applied socioclogy is far in advance of America's).

2 pm: Keith Albarn, veritable genius of spatial structures, gave a fascinating
talk mixed with random movements of slides projected on a screen, each showing
some of his past work, usually in fibre-glass. I hope to see and work closer
with Keith s omeday, but couldn't possibly predict how or when.

3pm: the most amazing phencmenon occurred. Raymond Fletcher, M P (Member of
Parliament; ane of the seven strongest this year) rose and gave a resounding
speech, in high British tradition, of the need for science fiction writers in
governmcnt, Happen in America? Not hardly. I eagerly await the transcription
of his speech.

Farlier I had had cocktails with Raymond Flectcher at Poul Anderson's bar. I
casually mentioned a project I'd been studying and promoting in America for nearly

a year having to do with bringing s f into the educational structure of the schools.
He hopped on the idea, phoned his wife that he would be late that night, and

made me go to George Hay's office to type up a summary of it. That summary, he
said, will be brought to the Ministry of Education and will be titled THE"
CHAPDELAINE PAPERS. In my own little way I've now proudly become part of the

700 year old tradition of the British Empire. He intends to follow up the idea
and, if successfully introduced, I might get invited back to help build on it.

That could never happen in Americal

As long as he was relaxing - which I understand he rarely does -~ he stayed
with me wuptil 4 am that morning. Rather, I went to bed at 4 and he stayed until
5 am, telling British Empire yarns and other most interesting, colourful,
humorous happenings.

A scientologist had been invited to speak. Perry A4 Chapdelaine - that's me

again - challenged the man, pointing to facts unknown to most modern scientologists
which establish beyond any shadow of doubt that Hubbard is this century's greatest
hoax. E C Tubb and Ken Bulmer, among others, got irritated when time ran out

and I had to stop telling about the great truths which foreshadowed England's
invasion by scientology nuts. Or Chris Evans is completing a bookwhich will

expose everything, and includes my testimony, and it ought to shake the scientoloqgy
empire like a cat shakes a rat, .

Spme: John Brunner chaired a delightful literary discussion. ngain I eagerly

await the transcription. John, by the way, looks and dressss much like Shakespeare
and obvicusly has the old bard's gift of the gab and drink and probably gift for
wenching, though I have no knowledge ‘of the latter, only recognizing that gab,
drink and wenching often go athrecosome.
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On¢ evening John Brunner led off on:poetry. The only ugly incident occurred when
a certain publisher who dislikad John got drunk and made nasty remarks.

Studiously ignoring the man, John plunged poetically onward, The drunk threw a
glass, cutting John's leg. 8lood ran red, bright, douwn John's leg.

Did John scream and howl, and stamp his foot in anger? No, that would have been

the American way. John reached into his pile of poems and pulled out one which
just happened to describc someone as nasty as the glass thrower. John read it
with relish, getting proper emotions and nuances intc each line. The crowd howled
it Upo

Somehow, the drunk never came back,

How smoothly things did go, and delightful are the English, "So you're Perry

A Chandeglaine who writes those torrible Spork stories?" He was a biologist with
an 'orrible accent. "But what about the ANALOG stories, INITIAL CONTACT and the
soon to comc follow-on CULTURE SHOCK?"™ I rebutted. "Gooh, I loved that
INITIAL CONTACT. That's the kind I like." We became good friends and he stayed
up with my new friend Raymond Fletchcr, M P,

The cnd camo, unfoftunately.

I MUSE OVER <NGLAND AND THE REMAINDER OF MY TRIP

George Hay and his fine wife Christine (who never got her name on the programme
booklet, yet did much of the work) invited me to spend an evening at the home

of Mr and Mrs Black, Christine's parents. Integrated neighbourhood, Black and
white kids playing football by kicking it all around the streets. Socccr?

Heard talk here of establishing a Science Fiction Writers International organization
to be set up along,similar lincs to SFWA but perhaps with more professional safe-
guards, I suspcct a number of Englishmen are building the idea rathor rapidly.

I know I'd be happy to be an early member.

Kubrick of 2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY cailed Chris Evans while I was there. Wanted to
talk about some computer programming problems.

My talk at the National Physical Laborataory apparently went well, though it's still
hard for me to read the British audiencc. Dr Davis and Dr Newman, Chris's tuwo

top administrative scientists, stayed throughout, and askcd questions, Dr James
Thomas from SBruncl University also a2szked questions and has already followed up

with correspondenco. Oh yes! Dr Newman worked with Turing (Turing Criteria

for Machine Intelligecnce) and the ONA Crick.

Original Babbidge calculator parts arc on display tHGre, tooce. And radar was
invented there, Quite a placec.

Chris took me to visit the Institute for Research in Art and Tecchnology, Londan
New Avrts Laboratorics, 1 Robert Street, London. It's a four storey warchouse
taken over by avant gardc artists of all kinds. He gave them shared-time
computer torminal for use in development of computer art. wonderful place.

J G Ballard had just placed three wrecked cars on display, Spotlights, free
sherry, picture talking, et. al. One 1little girl successfully counter-pointed
the wrecked cars by wandering in and out of the crowd topless. Oh yesl! She

did havc a small red ribbon about her neck., 0f coursc, bcectween the junked cars
and the topless you know where my ceyes were. It isn't often a person gets to see
threce junked cars passed off as the latest in art}
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Around at the corner pub Chris introduced me to the great J G Ballard. Funny
thing - all the greats, 3runncr, Aldiss, Ballard had read my story WE FUSED ONES
in Chris's anthology. Either that, or someone had primed them to be nice to this
loncly American.

Dave Kyle and wifo, with their two lovely children, .are spending the winter in
England. Got invited to dinner, with Nancy, Chris's beautiful American wife.
Their rental home sits on the Thamcs and we watched the Queen's Swans and the
Queen's Ducks come and go. One enormous swan crawled out on the front lawn to
eat bread from Mrs Kyle's hands.,

I became ane of the two Americans now fully-fledged members of the Brain Research
Associaticon, and I attended one of their most interesting meetings. High-powered
researchers there.

I also became an honorary member of Young and Co breweries. Seems like the
Twickenham pub in Chris's neighbourhood has caretakers whose past pub-caring
extends two hundred yeers back. Since the heart of the English people lies in its
local pubs, I took every opportunity to study this one. T was given a2 tie to wear
which matched that of the pub-kecpers, making me an honorary member. This, by the
way, 1s a very, very hard item to get, even for the English thereabouts.

But the visit ends. Home was quick by TWA, and ordinary day by day problems in
the hills of Tennessee returned all too soon.

Oh, how I'd love to visit those people again and againt More gentle, more

recasonable. Cultural, Place values where values belong. Creative, open-
minded and helpful. What better impressions are there?

- Perry A Chapdelaine 1970
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*%**xprqg** Professor Perry Chapdelaine (Project Director, Computer Assisted
Instruction, Research Laboratory, Tennesseec State University) kindly sent me
this erticle, a copy of which has also been submitted toc THE SCIENCE FICTION
URITERS OF AMERICA.

perry appears to be one of a growing number of Americans who want a somewhat better
gavironment in which to live than USA, and so he inquired about cmigrating to
fustralia, through our representatives in USA, The reply so far has been of the
curt "Ye are considering your applicstion..." type of thing, so Perry wanted to
know from me what the opportunities were. So far I've only been able to guess,
and I should think others -~ John Foyster? Alf van der Poorten? Dick J nssea?
- may have more idea of whether there are any chairs of Computer Instruction or
Computer enginecring in Australia, or indeed anything that approximates Perry's
prcsent position and would give him the opportunity for further research. I
suspect that these opportunitios might exist in the Education Faculties of some of
our Universities, but again, I can't bo surc. He also wanted to know whether
Australians are as civilized as the English....? How do you ancswer that, Robin
Johnson?

Peter wWeston has a rather diffecrent view of the 197 London Eastercon in the
latest issue of SPECULATION (Number 26). The hotel was atrocious, it seems,
wiich would not have affected people like Professor Chapdelaine, who wgre billeted,

but evidently upset most other people, Some fans and pros didn't exactly help
things, either, it secms. I hope we can draw the appropriate lessons from
the English Eastercon - namely, don't hold Conventions in hotels. * %%
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RAISON D'ETRE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4)

from Lem's grocater originality and versatility, for he's tried never to repeat
himself, which can hardly be said of Dick) that Lem employs methodical doubt as a
scientific method, whereas Dick is given to sceptical doubt, without much trust in
sciencec or positive knowledge, Lem constantly scrutinizes various positions and
pokes fun at them (including his own), a deeply rational procedure, whereas Dick
finds it difficult to believe in any reality.

(post-~5FC 9)

I'm quite pleased with your handliing of AN INTRODUCTION TO A STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

OF S F. "~ However there are a few places where you corrected my English in the
WIONg way. Since I didn't use a dictionary, and "genological"® seemed so right,
I didn't know that there oxists no such word in English. Your "ggnealogical",
however, is wrong; the proper word should have been '"generic" (belonging to a

certain genus), as the idees of descendancy does not apply in this case. P. 363
Why "this instance can also be the already cxisting category of literary plays”,
instead of an? There arc many different catcgories of literary plays. Also,
"as a socio~psychological situation about objectsand their deformations®,

This is wholly wrong. The real meaning is: Y"a socio-psychological situation",
"interprcted by means of objects and their deformations'; Kafka certainly isn't
writing about objects per se; he is only using them for some more significant
purpose. And onpzage 40, 3rd line, the first word has to bc "possible", not
"impossible¥, fut aside from this, your corrcctions are noted and appreciated.

The Foyster issue was also very impressive. Foyster's description of the ideal

s f writer (and critic) rcads as if it had been specifically tailored to fit
Stanislaw Lcm, And indeed, his achicvements are noticecable: he studied
philosophy, mathematics and medicine, was forced to work as a mechanic during the
war, continued later in his studies, worked for a time as an assistant in psycho-
logy, writing papsrs on test-psychology. He is astonishingly widely~read, both
in science and literature, —=s written books an futurology, cybernetics and literary
thcary (from an cmpirical point of view), philosophical papers (mostly on the
relationship botween ethics and technology). His book on s f is particularly
valuable bocause it is written by 2 man who is & successful writer of s f as well
as general literature - a man c¢qually at heme in litorature as inscience, an
important writer in one of the major national literaturcs, and the only s f writer
who is currently being discusscd in long studices by serious critics who neither
know much about science fiction, nor care for it. All books on s f publishcd so
far were cither written by academics who knew very little of sciencu as well as of
the praxis of writing; or by fellow s f authors, trying to defend tho position of
s f, from whom onc can scarcely expect sound judgments,.... Lem himself has
repcatedly noted this total lack of a theorctical consciousness in s f criticism,
the last timec in connection with the srunner/dlish debate in SFR, where he in
narticular rcmarked upon Blish's theoretical helplessness in answering his
aopponents,

* % * ¥

* The two most difficult articles I have typed for this magazine have been my
own articlc on INTANGIBLES INC, and Lem's IwTRODUCTION TO A STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS
DF S F. I have been promising mysclf the $20 Shorter Oxfard Dictionary ever
since, for a start, since the only on¢ within shouting distance is at school, and
I'm always doing five other things when in the librarye. Franz used some rather
odd, even ancient tricks of the English language in his translation, and I had tc
untavel those as well as translate parts of the article. But I found out the
meanings of lots of words I didn't know beforec. '
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* And now, for light relicf, and just in casc you did not read them in LOCUS
or NORSTRILIAN NEWS nt LUNA MONTHLY (in which case you arc recally cut off from
fandom), here are the NEBULA AWARDS, awarded by the Science Fiction Writers of
Amcricas :

BEST NOVEL: THE LEFT HAND OF DARKNESS, by Ursula K LeGuin (Ace; Walker).
2. SLAUGHTERHOUSE 5 (Kurt Vennegut)
3. BUG JACK BARRON (Norman Spinrad)

BEST NOVELLA: A 3OY AND HIS DOG, by Harlan Ellison (Avon)
2. SHIP OF SHADOWS (Fritz Leiber)
3. DRAMATIC MISSION (Anne McCaffrey)

BEST NOVELETTE: TIME CONSIDERED AS A HELIX OF SEMI-PRECIOUS STONES, by Samuel
R Delany (Ace)
2. NINE LIVES (Ursula K LeGuin)
3. THE BIG FLASH (Norman Spinrad)

SBEST SHORT STORY: PASSENGERS by Robert Silverbera (Putnam)
2., SHATTERED LIKE A GLASS GUBLIN (Harlan Elliscn)
3. NOT LONG BEFORE THE END (Larry Niven)

The disinterested (no, not the uninteresteds; only °BC announcers make that
mistake) may obscrve how the Yanks have closcd ranks. Fartisans may also note
that the publishers' plaques for Novella and Novelettse shouvld have gone to the
obscure English journal NEW WORLDS, wherc TIME CONSIDER-D... and A BOY AND HIS DCC
first appearcd. They were only cverage qualily in that magazire, however,

Very few of the stories come from the American magazinc -, ynu miosht notices

LEFT HAND OF DARKNESS and SLAUGHTERHOUSE 5 werc not run as serials anywhere;

THE BIG FLASH, PASSENGERS and SHATTERED LIKE A GLASS GOBLIM ceme from ORBIT
collections (available at MeGills in Berkiocy editinis), and I haven't struck

NINE LIVES or NOT LOWG BEFORE THE END at all, - If I did, I7v¢ tourgotten them.

The Hugo awards, to bec awarded by Hecicon, should be very igtovesting.

# I'ye heard nothing more about the organizaticon of the 757.L Ditmer Awards (our
‘umble version of tho Nebula Awards and the Hugos), bu. “-2:z are a fou more
racommendations:

From VISION OF TOMORROW Number 5, you might read Wiiliam Tcmple's LITE OF THE
PARTY. The idea of a party of trevellers caught into a "d_moncional trep® is noc
very npow, but I found most of Tumple's adventures and imeqes still very enjoyable
and striking, The sort of story where it doecsn't mattcr what happens at the
end, sincc you've already cnjeyed the rest of the stoery se mu-h. % Also in the
same issuc is Sydney J Bounds'QNE _OF THE FAMILY which is perhuaps too simple and
docs not sufficiently explore its very timely notion: =a2s we destroy morc and mere

Fal

speciecs hers on Earth (as the main character dastroys th=a “za2lien® in typical s f

fashion) who knows how many times we desiroy %onc oi ihe familva? Perhaps this
was editor Harbottle'!s Earth Day ccontribution. * NEZU WURLDS' cutback from 64 panes
to 32 pages has not improved it orec bit. Thz only ctory trot tickled my litcrary

palate from this ycar's offerings was Marck Obtulcwicz's RISc AND FALL (NW Number
196, December 1969) which, pieced togethor from the trendy trecam-of-consciousness
dialogue, is recally a most original alicen-among-us story, This =licen has the

most peculiar proeclivity, which only matters when the alien happens to fall in love
at the wrang time of year. If I were Messrs., Wollheim and Carr, I would pick this
up like a shot, * NW has reached Number 199, by thc way, but current rumours
(yes, the same ones you heard three ycars ago) make me wonder whether there will
be a Number 200, Charles Platt has quit and turned up in Amcrica, no less) *
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Meanwhile Michael Moorcock continu%%/%&io%ﬁosc losses he made on the magazine

NEW WORLDS with his collections from the magazine. The latest one I have is

BEST 5 F STORILES FROM NEW WORLDS No 5, which contains the Numbecr 2 story on my
personal list for last yecar, Normaen Spinrad's THE LAST HURRAH OF THE GOLDEN HORDE
as well as a bit of 3AREFOOT IN THE HEAD (THE SERPENT OF KUNDALINI, by Brian
Aldiss), a very exciting story by Graham HAll that I had not read before, THE
TENNYSON EFFECT, Langdon Jones' tongue-in-cheek BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE ON LUDWIG VAN
BEETHOVEN IT which satirizes music and the 19th century and Beethovenalatory;
and... Well, that's a good collection of classics for a start, Since most of
these stories comz from NEW WORLDS issucs not generally made available in Australia
I would not miss this collection when it hits Australia. (Peter Weston is
probably having a coronary over in Englend; vyes, I know you sent this to me to
rcvicw for SPECULATION; yes, a propcr roviecw will appear in SPECULATION: but in
the meanwhile this is a pretty gonod deal,)

I can't think of anything else at the moment, as I still haven't started this
year's American magazinges. I've read half of ORBIT 5, and there are already a
couple of great stories, More of that noxt time.

* 0On this booster bit: John Bangsund will not make official SCYTHROP Awards, as

he indicated several months ago, but has indicated the results from those people

who did fill out Award slips. John's rules werc much stricter than the Ditmar
awards (and will probably be the rules for next year's Ditmars) and he effectively
cut out ncarly all of the Ditmar winnecrs from the running. BEST QVERSEAS S Fs

LEFT HAND OF DARKNESS (Ursula K LeGuin)/ STAND ON Z.WZIBAR (John Brunnmer). BEST
INTERNATIONAL PROZINE: ANALOG. BEST AUSTRALIAN S F: ANCHOR MAN (Jack Wodhams).
BEST AUSTRALIAN FANZINE: S F COMMENTARY., * My ouwn personal awvard, as I indicated
in SFC 11, went to CASABLANCA, by Thomas M Disch.

* And on the subject of all that scandalous skulduggery that surrounded the
D¥**%%¥ Awyard, we have - surprisec! - Harry Warner Jr:

HARRY WARNER JR (April 26, 1570)

1 i 3 IS
SZSRELTnIt AYERUs You shouldn't fecl depressed over the

Efgoi2ﬁ3u21740 responsce to the Ditmar Awards, It's been
UUSyA only thc past half dozen years, roughly,

that theg Hugos have drawn a really large
number of vaotcrs. Most Worldcon committeces
kcpt all details about the voting a decep
sccrot down through the ycars, so it's impossible to be certain, but It've heard
vnough startling stories of the low responsc to make the Australian votc scem
proportionately massive, with duc allowance for the abscnce of a lengthy Ditmar
tradition. Three or four ycars ago, whilc I was accumulating matcrial for the

fan history, onc fan who has becn very active in worldcons and knows most of their
innermost sccrets told me: "Give me twenty people and I can swing a Hugo for
anyono.® fipparcntly that era has now disappcarcd, and I feul quite certain that
the same change will occur for the Ditmar response if you can kecp the thing alive
& fow ycars. Fans, thoee forward-looking, dynamic people of tomorrow, arc ncver
comfortablc around anything cxcept ancient traditions, you know. There was eveon

a situation in a long-ago Hugo racc quite similar to your problem with the Calvino
book., A batch of votes arrived for an obscure British story, all from the

gritish Islecs, mostly from peoplec nobody had cver heard of beforc. As I remember
the course of cvents, the worldcon committce threw out thesce votes as an obvious
attempt to stuff thec ballot box, and in more rccent yecars, it's become necessary

to prove your cxistence as 2 genuine fan if you participate in the Hugo voting

and aren't instantly known to the Committece,
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Re George Turner's article.... I know what causcd THE BLIND SPOT toc become an
instant favourite when I rcad it for the first time (2 dozen years after I'd
discovered science fiction, so I czn't be blamed for prejudice in favour of the
first examples of the field I encountered), It was the moment when the characters
hear the bark of a dog and know that no dog is thers. I would like someday, when
I get my collection into accessible ordcr, to write an article on the dozen
greatest momentsin science fictiaon. That would be one, along with the pags in
JUOURNEY TO THE CENTRE OF THE EARTH when the cryptogram is finally translated and
its startling message becomes known, and the SHIP OF I5HIAR's herao's first sight

of the ship in its miniature guisec, and maybe the final line of either A MARTIAN
ODYSSEY, or VALLEY OF DREAMS, when the cancer cure is displayed. (And a small
detail about a detail: when I was a boy, newspapers and Sunday supplements and
puzzle book: kept publishing little diagrams that demonstrated the existence of

the human cye's blind spot. You closcd one cye, looked straight at 2 black circle,
and moved the paper slowly toward your face, and suddenly another black spot would
disappear as it encountercd the blind spot.)

Pat Terry sounds as if he were science fiction fandom's equivalent of a celebrated
fan of mundanc amateur journalism, Tim Thrift, who publishcd for mundane apas over
a period cf more than sixty years without gafiating. I saw someaone at the Nycon
who looked to be at least 90, but couldn't find out whether he was a fan or a

pro. Australia could coneivably have one surviving elderly fan, if Marshall L
McLennan is still alive, I haven't hcard from him for a long while, although we
exchanged lctters anually wuntil perhaps 1950, He would probably be in his 70s by
now, if still alive, and was active motly during the 1930s, I could try to dig
out his last known address, if nobody knows for certain about his fate and someone
would care to try to track him down,

I'm glad to hear about Australia's decision to shoot for the worldcan (**#*brg**
well, not exactly; shoot down NASFiC first. **) It would bc wise to try to
arrange a travelling program bgcause 1 imagine that almost any fans who made the
trip from other continents would went to combine fan activity with sightseeing.

I know that fans that go across tho Atlantic to conventions spend most of their
time with other fans, but there's something about a trip to Australia that implies
it will be 2 once-in-a-lifetime journey and this could impel most of the travellers
to want to soak up somc impressions of the whole land.

You make mc feel more conspicious than cver with this special treatment of my
lotters of comment in this issue (No 11). Please don't do such things out of a
sense of duty, in case I'm the only onc in the United States who tries to provide
comments on each issuo, I don't write thesc things for the sake of secing my
remarks in print, but to give the fanzine cditors some sort of return faor their
investment in mc in the form of postage and paper and labour. I write locs to
the fanzines that don't have letter sections, - But you'rc wrong about one thing:
I don't write locs to every fanzine that arrives, That's impossible, and I don't
choose my victims on ‘any particular basis of quality or size or kind of contents.
When a fanzine issue doesn't fertilize a loc impuls, it may mean that the issuc
slipped out of sight in the pile of stuff awaiting comments, or it arrived at a . .
time when I was swamped by fanzines, or I decidcd to write an article for the
fanzine instcad of anloc and nsver got around to crecating the article or thought
maybe the editor wouldn't mind if I skipped a loc since I’°4 written promptly about
his previous szventy-four issues,. If you cncountcr sudden silcnce about an issuc
of SFC, please assume that there's no ominous or complicated cause for the
silence.,

* % * %
* That scts the record fairly streaight, Neil Rahman, from Brisbane, askcd the
fairly straightforwaerd guestion: "yhat is TAFF?", and another correspondent
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found the "in'~language not very communicative. Both those pcoplu, and probably
many others would have found the first fow scntcnces of Harry Warner's rcmarks
about Pat Terry mystifying. Fan languagc forover puzzles, even though it is easy
tc learn, "Gafiate” 1is a contraction of "get away from it all®; ®fanac" =

"fan activity"; ®apa" = ‘amatcur prcss association® of which we have one in
Atstralia -~ contact Gary Meson, Warili Road, Frcnch's Forest, N S W 2086 about
FZAPA;  "loc® = "letter of comment® to a "fanzipe" = “fan, or amatcur magazineg"
of which this is one, Thcy go on and oni please writec to me if you find the
fannish parts of this magazinc incomprchensible,

My tcrsoe interjeoction nceds explaining. The rules will need to be changed before
it is worth any country outsidc USA holding a World Convention, Sec elscuwhere in
this issuc, : . i

* And now, a fcw words from a Sydnoy character whose promising fanzinec has not
appuared for long time. The following commonts are reprinted from WITH AH! CRIGHT
WINGS, Alcx's magazine in the 9th mailing of ANZAPA:

ALEX ROBR ' (10th April 1970)

L20wsierLngptd The "three views! of Philip Dick strike me

gaztﬁooglzz asquitce scparatc and intensely interesting,
more cspecially yours and Dick's himsclf.
Dick himseclf clarifics at locast what hs
secs, in the novels if at lcast not as much
aS WG SCC. Let mc sce if I can get him straight, The idios kosmos is a privatc
and uniguc world, that of the psychopathic and withdrawn, against which is set a
larger or shared world, the koinos., This sharcd world is archetypal in character
and immortal in scope; it doecs not die (consisting as it does of millions of
becings) wherecas the private individual (or at lcast his idios) wmay. Now what

docs this mcan? Either that the individual himsclf dics,; or that the private
part dies whilc something that is alsoc a part of him -~ +the larger, the archetype
- lives. Uhat may be involved is a kind of survival aftor deathe. What 1is
involved herc is a transferecnce from onc state to another, in which presumably
cntropy or "form destwmuc tion" is involveds... Just occasionally Dick breaks
through the cardboard:

The sides of the bus became transparcent., He saw out intc the street, the
sidowalk and storecs. Thin support struts, the skcleton of a fus. Metal
girders, an vmpty hollow box. No other secats. Only a strip, a length
of planking on which upright featurcless shapcs likce scarecrows had bocn

proppcd. They were not alive, The scarecrows lolled forward, back,
forward, back, Ahcad of him hc saw the driver; the driver had not changed.
The red neck. Strong, widc¢ back. Driving a hollow bus.

(TIME OUT OF JOINT, page 81)

oo olhen you talk of Pinter and the Absurdists I think I sce what you mean -
there is thec samc kind of bitter irony which passcs for laughter but then if we
arc astute lcaves a sour tastc in the brain. This “ironic comcdy that contains
no laughtor" to usc your own phrase attracts us as s f prcsumably becausec he is
the sole or one of the sole practitionors of it and it is a thing he doaos very
well, But your quote on page 21 I am afraid is not so much "dislocatcd so that
he cannot respond any morc emotionally® but simply an cxample of flat writing,
as in most s f. The whole trouble with Dick's novels is that much of it is
flat, The writing may be ironic and Pintcrish but I would strongly argue that
what draws us along is primarily cscapism or thc nevelty of the thinge.

* % * %
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* As you can scc, I'm trying to fit in about fifty pages of material into 26,
and not completely failing. But that's the story of Australian s f activity at
the mement - trying to make up for the long ycars of lethargy, and then the two
or threc years when John Bangsund's light shone alone. Now therc arc a
number of dimmer lights, 2ll trying to illuminate a number of reclated causes,
concerns and pcrhaps a fow grumbles.

Mcanwhile ("that's moro space you've wastedi") SFC .corrrespondents, the people

who have supported the magazine from the start, have becen rather left behind,

Now I have a vast pnumber of letters that I cannot possibly print from pcople whose
vicws are interesting and valuable, but pcrheps not as interesting or relevant

as some of tho things I've printed herc - or perhaps they are just out-of-date,

And that, as some have told mg, is nobody's fault but mingc,

¥ So; WE ALSO HEARD FROM:s

TOM NEWLYN (N S W) who, in September 1969 (!) commented on D M Thomas'

MR BLACK'S POEIM OF INNOCENCE (NEw WORLDS) which is a "valid and perceptive account
of psychothcrapy and 'remotivation' in psychiztry®. Look for thc story/pocm when
Mike Moorcock reprints it, if he hasn't done so already. * Umptcen letters from
PAUL ANDERSON (S A4)from which it is hard at this point of time to pick out
highlights,. In onu lctter he points out to Paul Stevens (SFC 6) that s:ox
certainly docs not scll likc crazy® in scicnce fiction. Comparc thec circulation
figures of NEW WORLDS and ANALOG. Paul mentions that ALL OUR YESTERDAYS is far
morc intercsting than DANGEROUS VISIONS; that I can believe, Hc observes that
although the third Pcrry Rhodan book was thc same longth as tho first two, the
price went up. He also notices thats "In TRUMPET 8 John Brunner lays claim

to a novel called THE PSIONIC MENACE ( "Kcith Woodcott")... It perfectly fits

the convuntional definition ofa hack-naovel. 3runner (SFC 6) states that he
finished SQUAREZ OF THE CITY morc than 9 years ago, but sold THE PSIONIC MENACE

to Ace in 1963," Paul's favourite 6 s f novels (presumably read during 1969)
were 1.FLOWERS FOR ALGERNGWN (Keyus)e 2. DARK UNIVERSE (Galouye). 3. SIRENS OF
TITAN (Vonnegut). 4. AN AGE (Aldiss). 5. STAND ON 7ANZIBAR (3runner).
6.CAPTIVE UNIVERSE (Harrison), Paul also notes (ro. SFC 8) thet #the photo

of Dianc Jangsund that you printed did not do her justice.® Lee Harding took the
photograph, so don't blamc mc. Paul adviscs me to sce MIDNIGHT COWBOY (which I
have, and wish I hadn't), wmention YANDRO, and to note that Philip Dick's latest
book, OUR FRIENDS FROM FROLIX 8 will appear soon fram Ace, Paul's top 3 short

e f storivs far 1966-69 (comparc them with thc S F COMMENTARY awards) arc:

1. SPLIT PERSONALITY (Jack Wodhams). 2,ARE YOU THERE, MR JuNES? (Stanislaw Lem).
3.THE INFINITY SENSE (Verge Foray). Paul zlso extgnded his subsription « even
though hc was paid up to Numbcr 16, where clsc but??andom arc people so friendly?

% And room disappcars as I kecp typing, with letters still here from BRIAN
RICHARDS (who reminded me that the magazinc had insulted John Brunner, no matter
what excuses I should offcr, and who was onc of the first pecoplo to tell me of

Pat Terry's death); ALEX ROBB (N % W) who has uxchanged umptoen letters with
me over recont months, but was very disappointed that I used so much space in SFC
11 in talking about thc Ditmar Awards, I only hope Alex still writes to me after
this issuc. g TONY THOMAS (victoriz) who thinks he knows who Androw Escot

(SFC 5) is, but can't imaginc that particular person reading, let alone praising,
THE JAGGED ORZIT 3 STUART LESLIE (N S W) who wrotc seme intcrusting things about
Brunner, and whose last letter I still want to quote further; DICK GEIS (Cali-
fornia) who barracks behind the lincs and still thinks the art work is not up to
scratch, All I nced is money, Dicke.; BOB SMITH, who tried reading Lem threc
times and gevo up, and whe said all sorts of intcresting things uwhich 1 uwas

going to print, but.... ; DAVE PIPER (Middlesex) who writes hilarious letters
while dandling his beaby: and.ss aNdesas Maybe you'll bc mentioned next time,
Three revicws of Pob Shaw novels next time, morc letters, morc everything. Cheapy
but not too nasty. Keep writing. * (Last stencil typed:s 6th Jume 1970).
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